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Animated	titles	and	motion	graphicsMake	Text	to	Speech	VideosEdit	Twitch	Videos	OnlineMake	Picture	in	Picture	VideosSpeed	Up	or	Slow	Down	Videos	MPEG-4	(MP4)	is	a	container	video	format	that	can	store	multimedia	data,	usually	audio	and	video.	It	is	compatible	with	a	wide	range	of	devices	and	operating	systems,	using	a	codec	to	compress	file
size,	resulting	in	a	file	that	is	easy	to	manage	and	store.	It	is	also	a	popular	video	format	for	streaming	over	the	Internet,	such	as	on	YouTube.	Many	consider	MP4	to	be	one	of	the	best	video	formats	available	today.	How	to	open	an	MP4	file?	MP4	files	open	in	the	operating	system's	default	video	player.	Simply	double-clicking	the	file	opens	it.	There	is
no	need	for	third-party	software.	On	Windows,	it	opens	in	Windows	Media	Player.	On	Mac,	it	opens	in	QuickTime.	On	some	devices,	particularly	mobile,	opening	this	file	type	can	be	problematic.	MP4	is	a	container	that	contains	various	kinds	of	data,	so	when	there	is	a	problem	opening	the	file,	it	usually	means	that	data	in	the	container	(an	audio	or
video	codec)	is	not	compatible	with	the	device’s	OS.	To	resolve	this	issue,	try	VLC	media	player.	Developed	by:	Moving	Picture	Experts	Group	(MPEG)	Standard:	ISO/IEC	14496	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	2	3GPP	(3GP)	is	a	multimedia	container	format	designed	for	third	generation	(3G)	universal	mobile	telecommunications	system	(UMTS)
networks,	which	is	a	global	system	for	mobile	(GSM)	standard.	Since	UMTS	is	a	technology	for	mobile,	the	3GP	format	allows	mobile	phones	on	UMTS	networks	to	capture,	save,	deliver,	and	play	media	over	high-speed	wireless	connections.	How	to	open	a	3GP	file?	The	best	application	for	opening	3GP	is	Apple	QuickTime.	And	although	3GP	is
designed	for	mobile,	the	file	format	opens	easily	on	most	operating	systems,	including	Linux,	Mac,	and	Windows.	3GP	is	a	flexible	file	format	that	supports	captions	and	subtitles	via	3GPP	Timed	Text.	It	does	not	support	interactive	menus,	but	it	is	compatible	with	free	third-party	tools	that	provide	such	support.	One	example	is	AutoGK.	To	improve	the
quality	of	the	video	while	viewing	off-mobile,	convert	the	file	to	MP4.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	(3GPP)	Initial	release:	1997	Useful	links:	3	MPEG-1	Audio	Layer	III	or	MPEG-2	Audio	Layer	III	(MP3)	is	a	digital,	audio-coding	format	used	to	compress	a	sound	sequence	into	a	very	small	file	to	enable	digital	storage	and
transmission.	MP3	files	are	the	most	widely-used	audio	file	for	consumers.	Due	to	small	size	and	acceptable	quality,	MP3	files	are	accessible	to	a	wide	audience,	as	well	as	easy	to	store	and	share.	How	to	open	an	MP3	file?	Because	MP3	files	are	so	prevalent,	most	major	audio	playback	programs	support	them.	Simply	clicking	on	the	file	will	open	it	in
iTunes	or	Windows	Media	Player,	depending	on	your	preferred	platform.	Users	can	also	preview	MP3	files.	Another	program	that	can	open	MP3	files	is	VLC	media	player.	Keep	in	mind	that	two	other	file	types	use	the	MP3	extension.	They	are	Masterpoint	green	points	data,	which	is	obsolete;	and	TeslaCrypt	3.0	ransomware	encrypted	file,	which	is
malware	that	demanded	ransom	in	bitcoins,	but	is	thankfully	now	deactivated	and	no	longer	a	threat.	Developed	by:	ISO/IEC,	Moving	Pictures	Experts	Group	Initial	Release:	1993	Useful	links:	4	MPEG-4	(MP4)	is	a	container	video	format	that	can	store	multimedia	data,	usually	audio	and	video.	It	is	compatible	with	a	wide	range	of	devices	and
operating	systems,	using	a	codec	to	compress	file	size,	resulting	in	a	file	that	is	easy	to	manage	and	store.	It	is	also	a	popular	video	format	for	streaming	over	the	Internet,	such	as	on	YouTube.	Many	consider	MP4	to	be	one	of	the	best	video	formats	available	today.	How	to	open	an	MP4	file?	MP4	files	open	in	the	operating	system's	default	video
player.	Simply	double-clicking	the	file	opens	it.	There	is	no	need	for	third-party	software.	On	Windows,	it	opens	in	Windows	Media	Player.	On	Mac,	it	opens	in	QuickTime.	On	some	devices,	particularly	mobile,	opening	this	file	type	can	be	problematic.	MP4	is	a	container	that	contains	various	kinds	of	data,	so	when	there	is	a	problem	opening	the	file,	it
usually	means	that	data	in	the	container	(an	audio	or	video	codec)	is	not	compatible	with	the	device’s	OS.	To	resolve	this	issue,	try	VLC	media	player.	Developed	by:	Moving	Picture	Experts	Group	(MPEG)	Standard:	ISO/IEC	14496	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	5	MPEG-4	(MP4)	is	a	container	video	format	that	can	store	multimedia	data,	usually
audio	and	video.	It	is	compatible	with	a	wide	range	of	devices	and	operating	systems,	using	a	codec	to	compress	file	size,	resulting	in	a	file	that	is	easy	to	manage	and	store.	It	is	also	a	popular	video	format	for	streaming	over	the	Internet,	such	as	on	YouTube.	Many	consider	MP4	to	be	one	of	the	best	video	formats	available	today.	How	to	open	an	MP4
file?	MP4	files	open	in	the	operating	system's	default	video	player.	Simply	double-clicking	the	file	opens	it.	There	is	no	need	for	third-party	software.	On	Windows,	it	opens	in	Windows	Media	Player.	On	Mac,	it	opens	in	QuickTime.	On	some	devices,	particularly	mobile,	opening	this	file	type	can	be	problematic.	MP4	is	a	container	that	contains	various
kinds	of	data,	so	when	there	is	a	problem	opening	the	file,	it	usually	means	that	data	in	the	container	(an	audio	or	video	codec)	is	not	compatible	with	the	device’s	OS.	To	resolve	this	issue,	try	VLC	media	player.	Developed	by:	Moving	Picture	Experts	Group	(MPEG)	Standard:	ISO/IEC	14496	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	6	MPEG-4	(MP4)	is	a
container	video	format	that	can	store	multimedia	data,	usually	audio	and	video.	It	is	compatible	with	a	wide	range	of	devices	and	operating	systems,	using	a	codec	to	compress	file	size,	resulting	in	a	file	that	is	easy	to	manage	and	store.	It	is	also	a	popular	video	format	for	streaming	over	the	Internet,	such	as	on	YouTube.	Many	consider	MP4	to	be	one
of	the	best	video	formats	available	today.	How	to	open	an	MP4	file?	MP4	files	open	in	the	operating	system's	default	video	player.	Simply	double-clicking	the	file	opens	it.	There	is	no	need	for	third-party	software.	On	Windows,	it	opens	in	Windows	Media	Player.	On	Mac,	it	opens	in	QuickTime.	On	some	devices,	particularly	mobile,	opening	this	file
type	can	be	problematic.	MP4	is	a	container	that	contains	various	kinds	of	data,	so	when	there	is	a	problem	opening	the	file,	it	usually	means	that	data	in	the	container	(an	audio	or	video	codec)	is	not	compatible	with	the	device’s	OS.	To	resolve	this	issue,	try	VLC	media	player.	Developed	by:	Moving	Picture	Experts	Group	(MPEG)	Standard:	ISO/IEC
14496	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	7	MPEG-4	(MP4)	is	a	container	video	format	that	can	store	multimedia	data,	usually	audio	and	video.	It	is	compatible	with	a	wide	range	of	devices	and	operating	systems,	using	a	codec	to	compress	file	size,	resulting	in	a	file	that	is	easy	to	manage	and	store.	It	is	also	a	popular	video	format	for	streaming	over
the	Internet,	such	as	on	YouTube.	Many	consider	MP4	to	be	one	of	the	best	video	formats	available	today.	How	to	open	an	MP4	file?	MP4	files	open	in	the	operating	system's	default	video	player.	Simply	double-clicking	the	file	opens	it.	There	is	no	need	for	third-party	software.	On	Windows,	it	opens	in	Windows	Media	Player.	On	Mac,	it	opens	in
QuickTime.	On	some	devices,	particularly	mobile,	opening	this	file	type	can	be	problematic.	MP4	is	a	container	that	contains	various	kinds	of	data,	so	when	there	is	a	problem	opening	the	file,	it	usually	means	that	data	in	the	container	(an	audio	or	video	codec)	is	not	compatible	with	the	device’s	OS.	To	resolve	this	issue,	try	VLC	media	player.
Developed	by:	Moving	Picture	Experts	Group	(MPEG)	Standard:	ISO/IEC	14496	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	8	MPEG	4	Audio	(M4A)	compresses	and	encodes	audio	files	by	using	one	of	two	coder-decoder	algorithms:	Advanced	Audio	Coding	(AAC)	or	Apple	Lossless	Audio	Codec	(ALAC).	M4A	files	are	smaller	in	size	while	simultaneously	better	in
quality	than	MP3	files,	with	which	it	shares	the	most	similarities,	in	comparison	to	all	other	audio	file	formats.	How	to	open	an	M4A	file?	M4A	files	open	in	most	well-known,	audio-playback	programs,	including	iTunes,	QuickTime,	and	Windows	Media	Player.	For	Apple	users,	iTunes	is	the	default	program	to	open	M4A	files.	For	Windows	users,	the
default	program	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Users	can	also	preview	M4A	files	by	highlighting	the	file	and	pressing	the	spacebar.	Additionally,	M4A	opens	in	VLC	media	player,	Adobe	Premiere	Pro,	Elmedia	Player,	Winamp,	and	a	host	of	other	programs.	Developed	by:	ISO/IEC,	Moving	Pictures	Experts	Group	Initial	Release:	2001	Useful	links:	9	MPEG	4
Audio	(M4A)	compresses	and	encodes	audio	files	by	using	one	of	two	coder-decoder	algorithms:	Advanced	Audio	Coding	(AAC)	or	Apple	Lossless	Audio	Codec	(ALAC).	M4A	files	are	smaller	in	size	while	simultaneously	better	in	quality	than	MP3	files,	with	which	it	shares	the	most	similarities,	in	comparison	to	all	other	audio	file	formats.	How	to	open
an	M4A	file?	M4A	files	open	in	most	well-known,	audio-playback	programs,	including	iTunes,	QuickTime,	and	Windows	Media	Player.	For	Apple	users,	iTunes	is	the	default	program	to	open	M4A	files.	For	Windows	users,	the	default	program	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Users	can	also	preview	M4A	files	by	highlighting	the	file	and	pressing	the	spacebar.
Additionally,	M4A	opens	in	VLC	media	player,	Adobe	Premiere	Pro,	Elmedia	Player,	Winamp,	and	a	host	of	other	programs.	Developed	by:	ISO/IEC,	Moving	Pictures	Experts	Group	Initial	Release:	2001	Useful	links:	10	MPEG	4	Audio	(M4A)	compresses	and	encodes	audio	files	by	using	one	of	two	coder-decoder	algorithms:	Advanced	Audio	Coding
(AAC)	or	Apple	Lossless	Audio	Codec	(ALAC).	M4A	files	are	smaller	in	size	while	simultaneously	better	in	quality	than	MP3	files,	with	which	it	shares	the	most	similarities,	in	comparison	to	all	other	audio	file	formats.	How	to	open	an	M4A	file?	M4A	files	open	in	most	well-known,	audio-playback	programs,	including	iTunes,	QuickTime,	and	Windows
Media	Player.	For	Apple	users,	iTunes	is	the	default	program	to	open	M4A	files.	For	Windows	users,	the	default	program	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Users	can	also	preview	M4A	files	by	highlighting	the	file	and	pressing	the	spacebar.	Additionally,	M4A	opens	in	VLC	media	player,	Adobe	Premiere	Pro,	Elmedia	Player,	Winamp,	and	a	host	of	other
programs.	Developed	by:	ISO/IEC,	Moving	Pictures	Experts	Group	Initial	Release:	2001	Useful	links:	11	MPEG	4	Audio	(M4A)	compresses	and	encodes	audio	files	by	using	one	of	two	coder-decoder	algorithms:	Advanced	Audio	Coding	(AAC)	or	Apple	Lossless	Audio	Codec	(ALAC).	M4A	files	are	smaller	in	size	while	simultaneously	better	in	quality	than
MP3	files,	with	which	it	shares	the	most	similarities,	in	comparison	to	all	other	audio	file	formats.	How	to	open	an	M4A	file?	M4A	files	open	in	most	well-known,	audio-playback	programs,	including	iTunes,	QuickTime,	and	Windows	Media	Player.	For	Apple	users,	iTunes	is	the	default	program	to	open	M4A	files.	For	Windows	users,	the	default	program
is	Windows	Media	Player.	Users	can	also	preview	M4A	files	by	highlighting	the	file	and	pressing	the	spacebar.	Additionally,	M4A	opens	in	VLC	media	player,	Adobe	Premiere	Pro,	Elmedia	Player,	Winamp,	and	a	host	of	other	programs.	Developed	by:	ISO/IEC,	Moving	Pictures	Experts	Group	Initial	Release:	2001	Useful	links:	12	Microsoft	initially
developed	the	Windows	Media	Audio	(WMA)	file	format	to	compete	with	the	MP3	file	format.	WMA	is	both	an	audio	codec	and	audio	format.	WMA	has	evolved	since	its	inception	in	1999,	with	several	updated	versions:	WMA	Pro,	WMA	Lossless,	and	WMA	Voice.	It	is	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	which	Microsoft	discontinued.	How	to	open	a
WMA	file?	As	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	Windows	Media	Player	supports	WMA	files	and	is	usually	the	default	program	for	opening	these.	Because	of	their	relative	ubiquity,	however,	many	other	players	and	programs	support	the	file	type.	WMA	files	are	also	frequently	used	in	online	streaming.	Other	programs	that	can	open	WMA	files
include	VLC	media	player	and	UltraMixer.	For	mobile	devices,	try	OverDrive	Media	Console,	which	has	separate	versions	for	Apple	iOS,	Google	Android,	and	Windows	Phone/Windows	10	Mobile.	Developed	by:	Microsoft	Initial	Release:	1999	Useful	links:	13	Microsoft	initially	developed	the	Windows	Media	Audio	(WMA)	file	format	to	compete	with	the
MP3	file	format.	WMA	is	both	an	audio	codec	and	audio	format.	WMA	has	evolved	since	its	inception	in	1999,	with	several	updated	versions:	WMA	Pro,	WMA	Lossless,	and	WMA	Voice.	It	is	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	which	Microsoft	discontinued.	How	to	open	a	WMA	file?	As	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	Windows	Media	Player
supports	WMA	files	and	is	usually	the	default	program	for	opening	these.	Because	of	their	relative	ubiquity,	however,	many	other	players	and	programs	support	the	file	type.	WMA	files	are	also	frequently	used	in	online	streaming.	Other	programs	that	can	open	WMA	files	include	VLC	media	player	and	UltraMixer.	For	mobile	devices,	try	OverDrive
Media	Console,	which	has	separate	versions	for	Apple	iOS,	Google	Android,	and	Windows	Phone/Windows	10	Mobile.	Developed	by:	Microsoft	Initial	Release:	1999	Useful	links:	14	Microsoft	initially	developed	the	Windows	Media	Audio	(WMA)	file	format	to	compete	with	the	MP3	file	format.	WMA	is	both	an	audio	codec	and	audio	format.	WMA	has
evolved	since	its	inception	in	1999,	with	several	updated	versions:	WMA	Pro,	WMA	Lossless,	and	WMA	Voice.	It	is	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	which	Microsoft	discontinued.	How	to	open	a	WMA	file?	As	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	Windows	Media	Player	supports	WMA	files	and	is	usually	the	default	program	for	opening	these.
Because	of	their	relative	ubiquity,	however,	many	other	players	and	programs	support	the	file	type.	WMA	files	are	also	frequently	used	in	online	streaming.	Other	programs	that	can	open	WMA	files	include	VLC	media	player	and	UltraMixer.	For	mobile	devices,	try	OverDrive	Media	Console,	which	has	separate	versions	for	Apple	iOS,	Google	Android,
and	Windows	Phone/Windows	10	Mobile.	Developed	by:	Microsoft	Initial	Release:	1999	Useful	links:	15	Microsoft	initially	developed	the	Windows	Media	Audio	(WMA)	file	format	to	compete	with	the	MP3	file	format.	WMA	is	both	an	audio	codec	and	audio	format.	WMA	has	evolved	since	its	inception	in	1999,	with	several	updated	versions:	WMA	Pro,
WMA	Lossless,	and	WMA	Voice.	It	is	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	which	Microsoft	discontinued.	How	to	open	a	WMA	file?	As	a	key	component	of	Windows	Media,	Windows	Media	Player	supports	WMA	files	and	is	usually	the	default	program	for	opening	these.	Because	of	their	relative	ubiquity,	however,	many	other	players	and	programs
support	the	file	type.	WMA	files	are	also	frequently	used	in	online	streaming.	Other	programs	that	can	open	WMA	files	include	VLC	media	player	and	UltraMixer.	For	mobile	devices,	try	OverDrive	Media	Console,	which	has	separate	versions	for	Apple	iOS,	Google	Android,	and	Windows	Phone/Windows	10	Mobile.	Developed	by:	Microsoft	Initial
Release:	1999	Useful	links:	16	3GPP2	(3G2)	is	a	multimedia	container	format	designed	for	third	generation	(3G)	code	division	multiple	access	(CDMA2000)	networks.	Since	CDMA	is	a	technology	for	mobile,	the	3G2	format	allows	mobile	phones	on	CDMA	networks	to	capture,	save,	deliver,	and	play	media	over	high-speed	wireless	connections.	How	to
open	a	3G2	file?	The	best	application	for	opening	3G2	is	Apple	QuickTime.	And	although	3G2	is	designed	for	mobile,	the	file	format	opens	easily	on	most	operating	systems,	including	Linux,	Mac,	and	Windows.	3G2	is	a	flexible	file	format	that	supports	captions	and	subtitles	via	Timed	Text.	It	does	not	support	interactive	menus,	but	it	is	compatible
with	free	third-party	tools	that	provide	such	support.	One	example	is	AutoGK.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	2	(3GPP2)	Initial	release:	1998	Useful	links:	17	The	3rd	Generation	Audio	(3GA)	file	format	is	the	audio	stream	portion	of	a	3GPP	multimedia	container,	and	it	is	designed	for	3G	Universal	Mobile	Telecommunications	System
(UMTS)	mobile	networks.	Because	3GA	files	are	heavily	compressed	and	focused	on	narrowband	signals,	they	are	not	suitable	for	music	files.	How	to	open	a	3GA	file?	By	default,	3GA	files	open	in	VLC	media	player	and	QuickTime	for	Mac.	3GA	files	also	open	in	the	voice	recorder	applications	of	most	mobile	phones.	Because	it	is	common	to	use	3GA
files	for	MMS	messaging,	most	3G	mobile	devices	can	open	them.	Other	programs	that	can	open	3GA	files	include,	Media	Player	Classic,	RealPlayer,	and	MPlayer.	If	opening	a	3GA	file	is	problematic,	then	rename	the	file	to	include	the	extension	“3GP”	and	try	to	open	it	again.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	(3GPP)	Initial	Release:
1999	Useful	links:	18	3GPP	(3GP)	is	a	multimedia	container	format	designed	for	third	generation	(3G)	universal	mobile	telecommunications	system	(UMTS)	networks,	which	is	a	global	system	for	mobile	(GSM)	standard.	Since	UMTS	is	a	technology	for	mobile,	the	3GP	format	allows	mobile	phones	on	UMTS	networks	to	capture,	save,	deliver,	and	play
media	over	high-speed	wireless	connections.	How	to	open	a	3GP	file?	The	best	application	for	opening	3GP	is	Apple	QuickTime.	And	although	3GP	is	designed	for	mobile,	the	file	format	opens	easily	on	most	operating	systems,	including	Linux,	Mac,	and	Windows.	3GP	is	a	flexible	file	format	that	supports	captions	and	subtitles	via	3GPP	Timed	Text.	It
does	not	support	interactive	menus,	but	it	is	compatible	with	free	third-party	tools	that	provide	such	support.	One	example	is	AutoGK.	To	improve	the	quality	of	the	video	while	viewing	off-mobile,	convert	the	file	to	MP4.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	(3GPP)	Initial	release:	1997	Useful	links:	19	Windows	Media	Video	(WMV)	is	a
common	and	widely	supported	video	format.	It	compresses	the	file	size	with	a	codec	resulting	in	an	easy-to-manage	file	that	maintains	the	quality	of	the	video.	A	digital	container	format,	called	Advanced	Systems	Format	(ASF),	often	encapsulates	WMV	files.	How	to	open	a	WMV	file?	Most	media	players	can	open	and	read	WMV	(and	ASF)	files.	The
best	player	for	opening	a	WMV	file	is	Microsoft	Windows	Media	Player.	Microsoft	developed	WMV	and	ASF,	and	many	videos	online	today	are	WMV	files.	VLC	media	player	is	another	reliable	option,	which	can	play	multimedia	files	across	several	platforms.	WMV	is	also	easy	to	convert	to	other	video	file	types.	However,	keep	in	mind	that	the
conversion	process	might	cause	picture	quality	to	decrease.	If	a	conversion	is	needed,	then	HandBrake	is	a	free	and	open-source	tool	for	converting	WMV	files.	Developed	by:	Microsoft	Initial	release:	1999	Useful	links:	20	Waveform	Audio	(WAV)	is	the	most-popular	digital-audio	format	for	uncompressed	audio	files.	WAV	is	the	result	of	IBM	and
Windows	iterating	a	Resource	Interchange	File	Format	(RIFF).	WAV	files	are	much	larger	than	M4A	and	MP3	files,	making	them	less	practical	for	consumer	use	on	portable	players.	Their	quality,	however,	does	surpass	that	of	M4A	and	MP3.	How	to	open	a	WAV	file?	The	default	player	for	opening	WAV	files	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Alternatively,
programs	such	as	iTunes,	VLC	media	player,	and	QuickTime	can	also	be	used	to	open	and	play	WAV	files.	Due	to	a	WAV	file’s	higher,	uncompressed	quality,	they	are	suitable	for	importing	into	music	editing,	production,	and	manipulation	programs.	UltraMixer	is	a	cross-operating-system,	software	program	for	deejaying	on	which	WAV	files	work	well.
Elmedia	Player	also	supports	WAV	files.	Developed	by:	Microsoft,	IBM	Initial	Release:	1991	Useful	links:	21	Waveform	Audio	(WAV)	is	the	most-popular	digital-audio	format	for	uncompressed	audio	files.	WAV	is	the	result	of	IBM	and	Windows	iterating	a	Resource	Interchange	File	Format	(RIFF).	WAV	files	are	much	larger	than	M4A	and	MP3	files,
making	them	less	practical	for	consumer	use	on	portable	players.	Their	quality,	however,	does	surpass	that	of	M4A	and	MP3.	How	to	open	a	WAV	file?	The	default	player	for	opening	WAV	files	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Alternatively,	programs	such	as	iTunes,	VLC	media	player,	and	QuickTime	can	also	be	used	to	open	and	play	WAV	files.	Due	to	a
WAV	file’s	higher,	uncompressed	quality,	they	are	suitable	for	importing	into	music	editing,	production,	and	manipulation	programs.	UltraMixer	is	a	cross-operating-system,	software	program	for	deejaying	on	which	WAV	files	work	well.	Elmedia	Player	also	supports	WAV	files.	Developed	by:	Microsoft,	IBM	Initial	Release:	1991	Useful	links:	22
Waveform	Audio	(WAV)	is	the	most-popular	digital-audio	format	for	uncompressed	audio	files.	WAV	is	the	result	of	IBM	and	Windows	iterating	a	Resource	Interchange	File	Format	(RIFF).	WAV	files	are	much	larger	than	M4A	and	MP3	files,	making	them	less	practical	for	consumer	use	on	portable	players.	Their	quality,	however,	does	surpass	that	of
M4A	and	MP3.	How	to	open	a	WAV	file?	The	default	player	for	opening	WAV	files	is	Windows	Media	Player.	Alternatively,	programs	such	as	iTunes,	VLC	media	player,	and	QuickTime	can	also	be	used	to	open	and	play	WAV	files.	Due	to	a	WAV	file’s	higher,	uncompressed	quality,	they	are	suitable	for	importing	into	music	editing,	production,	and
manipulation	programs.	UltraMixer	is	a	cross-operating-system,	software	program	for	deejaying	on	which	WAV	files	work	well.	Elmedia	Player	also	supports	WAV	files.	Developed	by:	Microsoft,	IBM	Initial	Release:	1991	Useful	links:	23	Waveform	Audio	(WAV)	is	the	most-popular	digital-audio	format	for	uncompressed	audio	files.	WAV	is	the	result	of
IBM	and	Windows	iterating	a	Resource	Interchange	File	Format	(RIFF).	WAV	files	are	much	larger	than	M4A	and	MP3	files,	making	them	less	practical	for	consumer	use	on	portable	players.	Their	quality,	however,	does	surpass	that	of	M4A	and	MP3.	How	to	open	a	WAV	file?	The	default	player	for	opening	WAV	files	is	Windows	Media	Player.
Alternatively,	programs	such	as	iTunes,	VLC	media	player,	and	QuickTime	can	also	be	used	to	open	and	play	WAV	files.	Due	to	a	WAV	file’s	higher,	uncompressed	quality,	they	are	suitable	for	importing	into	music	editing,	production,	and	manipulation	programs.	UltraMixer	is	a	cross-operating-system,	software	program	for	deejaying	on	which	WAV
files	work	well.	Elmedia	Player	also	supports	WAV	files.	Developed	by:	Microsoft,	IBM	Initial	Release:	1991	Useful	links:	24	The	3rd	Generation	Audio	(3GA)	file	format	is	the	audio	stream	portion	of	a	3GPP	multimedia	container,	and	it	is	designed	for	3G	Universal	Mobile	Telecommunications	System	(UMTS)	mobile	networks.	Because	3GA	files	are
heavily	compressed	and	focused	on	narrowband	signals,	they	are	not	suitable	for	music	files.	How	to	open	a	3GA	file?	By	default,	3GA	files	open	in	VLC	media	player	and	QuickTime	for	Mac.	3GA	files	also	open	in	the	voice	recorder	applications	of	most	mobile	phones.	Because	it	is	common	to	use	3GA	files	for	MMS	messaging,	most	3G	mobile	devices
can	open	them.	Other	programs	that	can	open	3GA	files	include,	Media	Player	Classic,	RealPlayer,	and	MPlayer.	If	opening	a	3GA	file	is	problematic,	then	rename	the	file	to	include	the	extension	“3GP”	and	try	to	open	it	again.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	(3GPP)	Initial	Release:	1999	Useful	links:	25	3GPP2	(3G2)	is	a	multimedia
container	format	designed	for	third	generation	(3G)	code	division	multiple	access	(CDMA2000)	networks.	Since	CDMA	is	a	technology	for	mobile,	the	3G2	format	allows	mobile	phones	on	CDMA	networks	to	capture,	save,	deliver,	and	play	media	over	high-speed	wireless	connections.	How	to	open	a	3G2	file?	The	best	application	for	opening	3G2	is
Apple	QuickTime.	And	although	3G2	is	designed	for	mobile,	the	file	format	opens	easily	on	most	operating	systems,	including	Linux,	Mac,	and	Windows.	3G2	is	a	flexible	file	format	that	supports	captions	and	subtitles	via	Timed	Text.	It	does	not	support	interactive	menus,	but	it	is	compatible	with	free	third-party	tools	that	provide	such	support.	One
example	is	AutoGK.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation	Partnership	Project	2	(3GPP2)	Initial	release:	1998	Useful	links:	26	3GPP	(3GP)	is	a	multimedia	container	format	designed	for	third	generation	(3G)	universal	mobile	telecommunications	system	(UMTS)	networks,	which	is	a	global	system	for	mobile	(GSM)	standard.	Since	UMTS	is	a	technology	for
mobile,	the	3GP	format	allows	mobile	phones	on	UMTS	networks	to	capture,	save,	deliver,	and	play	media	over	high-speed	wireless	connections.	How	to	open	a	3GP	file?	The	best	application	for	opening	3GP	is	Apple	QuickTime.	And	although	3GP	is	designed	for	mobile,	the	file	format	opens	easily	on	most	operating	systems,	including	Linux,	Mac,	and
Windows.	3GP	is	a	flexible	file	format	that	supports	captions	and	subtitles	via	3GPP	Timed	Text.	It	does	not	support	interactive	menus,	but	it	is	compatible	with	free	third-party	tools	that	provide	such	support.	One	example	is	AutoGK.	To	improve	the	quality	of	the	video	while	viewing	off-mobile,	convert	the	file	to	MP4.	Developed	by:	3rd	Generation
Partnership	Project	(3GPP)	Initial	release:	1997	Useful	links:
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